
EMERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Ethos worked with Tulsa Public Schools to design Oklahoma’s first public 
Montessori school. The plan features flexible classrooms which open to 
pods, providing opportunities for collaboration and multi-age cross-
disciplinary learning. The six-classroom expansion and complete interior 
remodel create light-filled learning spaces and larger and more varied 
learning spaces. Design elements are flexible, cheerful, and fun while 
keeping with the Montessori natural aesthetic. Varied learning areas are 
provided in the media center in the form of reading nooks, platforms, 
and flexible seating. By creatively remodeling the existing space and 
strategically building additional square footage, Ethos was able to 
transform this 1976 open-concept school and provide a new pre-K 
wing, update kitchen facilities, and build a dual-purpose FEMA-rated 
safe room and auditorium, all while designing for the new teaching and 
learning style of the school.  
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